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     AKCA INSURANCE ALERT
In 2010, our insurance carrier (Hartford) dropped Special Event liability insurance coverage for member clubs from our AKCA General Liability Insurance Policy.  
Having to shop for replacement liability insurance for Special Events at the club level wasn’t just a hassle – the high premiums sometimes sucked the profit right out of a club’s fund raising events.  
Some clubs were even forced to cancel planned events rather than pay the unexpectedly high costs for their Special Event insurance.

Good News!  In 2011, we  found a new carrier and the AKCA has been able to leverage our size into a Tiered General Liability Plan that provides the flexibility your club requires to obtain the liability coverage your club needs at a cost your club can afford.  And in 2013 we renewed our coverage through June 30, 2014!
So if all your club needs is liability insurance for regular club meetings (and the occasional booth at the County Fair, Garden Center or Cherry Blossom Festival to distribute educational material and recruit new members) you’re already enrolled in our Basic coverage!  You don’t need to fill anything out or pay any additional fees – it’s a benefit that’s already included in your club’s annual dues.
But if your club needs Special Event liability insurance for the likes of Koi Shows, Pond Tours or Koi & Equipment Auctions, for an annual fee of only $125 you can now obtain our Premium level coverage – and this will insure ALL your club’s Special Events for the rest of the fiscal year!  This includes obtaining ACORD Liability Certificates from our Insurance Broker if your event venue requires one.
Please see the AKCA’s Premium Level Enrollment form for details.  Thank you.

Brenda Chandler, AKCA Risk Manager
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     AKCA Coverage for Special Events

Philadelphia Insurance Companies

Fund Raising Events Endorsement
Commercial General Liability Coverage Part

A. This insurance applies to “bodily injury”, “property damage”, and “personal and advertising injury” arising out of all of your fund raising events with the following exceptions unless scheduled in paragraph C below:
· Parades sponsored by the Insured

· Aircraft

· Motorcycle runs and automobile rallies

· Fireworks – exhibitors operated by the Insured

· Firearms

· Animals – other than house pets

· Carnivals and fairs with mechanical rides sponsored by the Insured

· Rock, Hip Hop or Rap concerts – with admission over 500 people

· Events including contact sports

· Rodeos sponsored by the Insured

· Political Rallies

· Any event lasting more than 5 days (including otherwise acceptable events)

· Any event with greater than 500 people at any one time (including otherwise acceptable events)

· Any event with liquor provided by the Insured if a license is required for such activity

· Any activities by third party telemarketing, direct mail, or internet advertising (including spam) firms.

B. Who is insured is amended to include as an additional insured the person(s) or organization(s) related to your fund raising events, but only with respect to liability for “bodily injury”, “property damage” or “personal and advertising injury” caused, in whole or in part, by your acts or omissions or the acts or omissions of those acting on your behalf.

C. Schedule of fund raising events: Various koi events; max 500 attendees/day (not to include members of the general public who merely pass by without paying admission or participating in the event).   Start Date  07/01/2013 & Finish Date  06/30/2014
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     AKCA General Liability Insurance

Premium Level Enrollment Form
Insurance Coverage:

$2 M occurrence
$100 K damage to rented property

$20 K medical expenses

$2 M personal & advertising injury

$4 M general aggregate

$4 M products – comp/op aggregate

$1 M hired/non-owned Auto, combined single limit

Events Covered:
ALL club Special Events, e.g. shows, pond tours, auctions, etc. (subject to the terms and conditions of our Philadelphia policy)
Period Covered:

For the entire AKCA FY (from July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2015)
Enrollment Fee:

$125

Send Check &


Brenda Chandler, AKCA Risk Manager
     Enrollment Form to:
P.O. Box 10879




Costa Mesa, CA  92627

Eligibility:


Annual AKCA club dues must have been paid to be eligible

Requirement:


Must agree to use the AKCA’s Vendor Waiver of Liability

(if applicable), to post signs cautioning re: water spillage, to post signs cautioning against touching or feeding the fish.
Club: __________________________   Signature: ____________________________________  
Date: _____________     Email: ______________________________  Phone: ______________
If you have any questions please contact me:

Brenda Chandler, AKCA Risk Manager
Email – donnbda@aol.com

Phone – (949) 650-5225
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                                        AKCA Vendor 
Waiver of Liability and Hold Harmless Agreement
In consideration of my application and permission to participate in this event, I (vendor) hereby release, waive, discharge, and covenant not to sue the Associated Koi Clubs of America (AKCA), its clubs, directors, officers, employees, volunteers, representatives and agents, the activity or event holders (venue), activity or event sponsors, activity or event volunteers in regards to the   ___________________________________________________________________  event 
being held at   _______________________________________ , from set up through tear down
(dates: _________  to  _________), from any and all liability, claims, demands, actions, and 
causes of action whatsoever arising out of or related to any loss, damage, or injury, including death, that may be caused by vendor negligence or resulting from vendor created hazard while participating in this event or upon the premises where the activities (event) are being held regardless of whether such loss is caused by vendor negligence or regardless of whether such liability arises in tort, contract, strict liability, or to the fullest extent allowed by law.
I (vendor) hereby agree to indemnify and hold harmless the AKCA and/or its club(s) from any loss, liability, damage, or costs, including court costs and attorney’s fees that the AKCA and/or its club(s) may incur, due to vendor’s participation in said activity.
Vendor is also requested to provide when possible a Certificate of Liability Insurance naming the AKCA and its club(s) as Additional Insured for this event.
In signing this agreement, I (vendor) acknowledge and represent that I have read the forgoing AKCA Vendor Waiver of Liability and Hold Harmless Agreement, understand it and sign it voluntarily as my own free act and deed and that no oral representations, statements, or inducements, apart from the foregoing written agreement, have been made.
Vendor executes this Agreement for full, adequate and complete consideration fully intending to be bound by same.
Vendor’s name   ____________________________    Date   ____________________
Vendor’s signature   ____________________________________________________

(AKCA Clubs to execute and retain on file)
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                      Certificate of Insurance 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Q.
What is a Certificate of Insurance?

A.
A Certificate of Insurance (C.O.I.) confirms that your club has the required liability insurance policy.

Q.
Our club has enrolled in the AKCA’s Premium Level General Liability Insurance Program.  Will we automatically receive a Certificate of Insurance?

A.
No, your club won’t receive a Certificate of Insurance (C.O.I.) unless you both require one and apply for one.

Q.
When does my club need to request a Certificate of Insurance?

A.
Only request a C.O.I. when you are required by a third party (a venue) to show proof of insurance before being allowed to hold your Special Event there.  Pond Tours, for example, are Special Events covered by your AKCA Premium Level Insurance but they don’t require a C.O.I.  Koi shows, on the other hand, are usually held at venues that require proof that your club has the required liability insurance policy.

Q.
How can my club request a Certificate of Insurance for our Special Event(s)?

A.
Get a Certificate of Insurance Request Form from Brenda, fill it out and mail (or email) it back to her at:


Brenda Chandler, AKCA Risk Manager

2642 Westminster Place, Costa Mesa, CA  92627

donnbda@aol.com

Q.
Our venue requires an Additional Insured Insurance Certificate.  What does that mean?

A.
In this case, the venue is added onto your club’s AKCA policy for the duration of the event you’re holding on their property.  When this is required, use the above procedure but make sure to work with your venue to relay the exact verbiage they require on the Request Form.  Failure to do so can and will cause delays.

Q.
I have a question.  Who can I contact?

A.
Call Brenda Chandler at (949) 650-5225 and she’ll be happy to help.  Please do not contact the AKCA’s Insurance Broker or Insurance Carrier.
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   Vendor Waiver & Hold Harmless Agreement 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Q.
In order to use this new insurance option, do we have to turn away any vendor that does not sign the waiver and provide the requested certificate?
A.
It was our Insurance Committee’s top priority to find a carrier willing to write this policy to replace the Hartford coverage they revoked shortly after a claim was made against the AKCA.  

Now that we’ve gotten the coverage our clubs need at a price they can afford, our top priority is to help see that we don’t lose it again! To that end, we worked with our Insurance Broker and our Carrier to mitigate needless exposure. The mandatory Vendor W & HHA helps to accomplish that goal (with what we believe is only a minimal intrusion on a local club’s ability to do things their way).

During the last year, several AKCA clubs have implemented Vendor W & HHAs of their own volition.  Furthermore, some venues require that vendors provide a Certificate of Liability Insurance naming them as an additional insured; the AKCA is only requesting that we be added as an additional insured    when possible.

So to recap, the Vendor W & HHA is required, Vendor Certificates of Liability with the AKCA as an added insured are optional and club participation in this program is strictly voluntary.

Q.
Not all of our vendors are willing to sign the AKCA’s Vendor W & HHA.  Now what?

A.
The AKCA knows that every club must do its own cost/benefit comparison before deciding on what’s best for them. That’s why we didn’t push a ‘one-size fits all’ liability insurance plan for our 100 or so clubs.

To start with, not every club puts on the same mix of events to be covered for our one low fee (shows, pond tours, auctions, etc.). The bottom line is that each club must make their own decisions on how to stay protected while minimizing risk and maximizing return on investment.

As far as the Vendor W & HHA is concerned, everyone needs to understand that it’s only an attempt to make vendors responsible for injuries due to their own negligence (a reasonable thing from a risk management standpoint). After all, if a vendor gets careless with water and electricity, suffers a serious shock and a claim is settled against the AKCA’s policy, we can all expect to pay more (maybe a great deal more) next year for the same coverage – if we can get it at all.  

And to be perfectly fair, it needs to be pointed out this waiver wouldn’t absolve the AKCA or its club(s) from liability for injuries to vendors directly caused by the organizations’ own negligence (as opposed to the vendors’ negligence).

Q.
If the show accepts a vendor that fails to return a signed waiver, will the club forfeit any benefits should something happen?

A.
Let’s just hope that never happens.  We wouldn’t want one club’s carelessness to put everyone’s benefits in jeopardy.

Q.
We’ve been putting on shows for a while now but weren’t aware of these new techniques for managing our club’s liability exposure.  Are there some additional tools you can share with us to further limit our exposure – techniques that we might not be aware of?

A.
Before Hartford revoked our Special Event coverage last spring, risk management techniques were fairly uniform from club to club and show to show.

But with our clubs going out on the open market seeking their own liability insurance policies, they’ve been encountering new insurance agents, brokers and carriers. Along the way, they’ve been adding new risk management techniques to their portfolios. After all, additional protection is a good thing to have - especially when it’s free.

In addition to Vendor W & HHAs, some of our clubs have begun requiring that vendors have their own liability insurance policies in place and they must show proof of same before being allowed to vend at these shows.

Finally, one club we’re currently working with not only has that requirement, but their venue insists that the venue be placed on the vendor’s liability policy as an additional insured. In this case, we’ve asked to piggyback on the vendor’s policies as additional insureds, too! After all: It can’t hurt to ask.

These are just some of the ways our AKCA clubs have been managing the risk exposure at their koi shows posed by exhibitors and vendors (and don’t forget vendor’s wares). Clubs nowadays are using a real smorgasbord of memberships, releases, indemnification clauses, participant waivers & hold harmless agreements, liability insurance & additional insured endorsements – as well as some other unique types of disclaimers. Just learning the language and legal reasoning governing these tools and techniques can be intimidating unless one is an attorney or insurance professional.

In fact, the diversity of techniques we’ve encountered has made a good primer for nonprofit risk managers essential and, yes, we found a great one if you’re interested.  Furthermore, we’ve collected concrete examples off the net of the techniques (and specific wording) that our clubs have been using to limit their exposure at koi shows.  And, yes, we’ll share those examples with anyone who wants to see and compare.

Q.
I have a question and/or I’d like to know more.  Who can I contact?

A.
Please call Brenda Chandler, the AKCA’s Risk Manager, at (949) 650-5225.  Or you can send her an email at donnbda@aol.com.  She’ll be happy to help. ( 

But please do not contact the AKCA’s Insurance Broker or Insurance Carrier.  Thank you.

